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reſt of the Apoſtles, is as ſufficiently evident from 
his Writings, as his greater Labour and Hard- 
ſhips in” propagating the Goſpel ; for therein we not only 
find the ſtrongeſt Demonftrations of a divine and ſuper- 
natural Aſſiſtance, but the politeſt and moſt nervous 


Strokes of human Eloquence ; the Reſult of an intimate 
Acquaintance with the Standard s of goud Writing in thoſe 


Times, and embelliſh'd with every Thing beautiful | in Hea- 
then Literature. | 


'F- H E ſuperior Learning of St. Paul, to that of the 


19 


| This his extenſive Knowledge of, and intimate Ac- 
quaintance with Human Learning, was, no doubt, of very 
conſiderable Uſe to the Apoſtle of the Gentiles ; as he was 
thereby better enabled to combat their Errors, Sentiments, 
and falſe Principles. And we, accordingly, find him fre- 
quently ſupporting his Doctrine before them, with Argu- 
ments drawn as well from their own admired Authors, as 
from the Old Teſtament. — In his. juſtly famed Oration 
before the moſt learned Society of Men then in the World, 
the Areopagus of Athens, we find him appealing to one 


06) 


of their own Writers, and quoting the very Words of their 
Poet Aratus. — And in another celebrated Diſcourſe 
before the polite Citizens of Corinth, he introduces a whole 
Verſe out of the Pogt Menander. T From this. his uſugl 
Conduct, and from the Methods we find he took in 
his Miniſterial Labours, the Opinion of thoſe. Expoſitors, 
ſeems not at all unreaſonable, who imagine Books of Hu-. 
man Science, and ſome of the Heathen Writers, to have 
been amongſt the Particulars, which we find from the 
Words of my Text, St. Paul had left behind him upon his. 
Departure from Troas - Theſe, in the Proſecution of 
his Miniſterial Office, he, doubtleſs, had great Occaſion 
for, and therefore particularly deſires Timothy © to bring 
9 along with him the Books, but eſpecially the Parch- 
ments.” — Hence then we are encouraged by the Con- 
duct, and excited by the Example of an Apoſtle, to pur- 
ſue Knowledge, and get Human Underſtanding ; Which, 
whilſt it will ennoble the Mind, enlarge its Views, and 
give a Reliſh to the innocent Pleaſures of this Life, will 
likewiſe be a ſure Guide to a more perfect Underſtanding, 
the grand Scheme of aur Redemption, and. to direct us to 
the Joys, and inconceivable Bliſs of a future State. For, 
can more be ſaid in Behalf of Human Literature, than that 
it was not only uſed, but is ſtill moſt juſtly admired in the 
Writings of an inſpired Apoſtle ? For if it was expedient- 
to him, how much more ſo muſt it be to us, who cannot 
pretend to the ſame Degrees which he had, of ſuper- 
natural Aſſiſtance; and who are Et beſet on one Side 

7 With 
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with the falſe Temptations of Wit and Prophanenefs, and on 
the other' with Ignorance, and its Companions, Superſtition 
and Enthuſiaſm. But if Human Learning is thus requiſite 
in the grand Concern of our immortal State ; how much 
more viſible will its Uſefulneſs appear in the eise and 
Improvement, as well of the neceſſary as pleaſing Arts 
of Human Life ? I ſhall therefore, in my following Diſ- 
courſe, endeavour to ſet forth, 


72 The Uſefulneſs and Neceſlity of Human Literature 
in the Conduct and Management of the neceflary Affaire 
of this Life. 8 2 


2dly. Its Advantage and 888 in the more inter- 
reſting Conce rns of a future Life. And 


_ Lafth, I ſhall make, an 2 of the Wh ole to 


the preſent Occafion, 


1f. J ſhall endeavour, to ſet forth the Uſefulneſs and 


Neceſſity of Human Literature in the Conduct and Ma- 
nagement of the neceſſary Affairs of this Life. Man is by 
Nature bleſs'd with more glorious and noble Faculties both 
of Body and Mind, than any other created Being in this 
lower World; he is not like the Brutes, directed by In- 
ſtin& only ; nor are his Pleaſures hike theirs of a reſtrained 
Nature, and confined to the bodily Senſes : He is bleſſed 
with Reaſon, the greateſt Gift and moſt ſtriking Image of 
the Deity, and thereby made ſuſceptible of all its glorious 
Attendants, Reflection, Imagination, Harmony, and con- 

ſcious 
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ſcious. Benevolence. This, as Men, we are all poſſeſſed 
of, and this is our diſtinguiſhing: Characteriſtick; the Plea. 
ſures of which are as inexpreſſibly beyond thoſe. of the 
ſenſual Appetite, which we have in common with the Brutes 
as its Nature is more noble and laſting. — But tho' we are 
all born capable of theſe Bleſſings, that a few only enjoy 
them in a refined Manner is too evident; for we ſtill find 
in ſome Parts of the World, whole Nations ſo deeply im- 
merſed in Ignorance, that they ſeem directed, as it were, 
only by another Inſtinct. And amidſt a People, polite 
as the Romans were, even when diſtinguiſh'd for their 
vaſt Progreſs in Arts and Sciences, and a refined Taſte for 
all manner of Improvements ; what Numbers were there 
{till entire Strangers to all theſe nobler Senſations t 


And to what can we attribute this. aſtoniſhing Dif- 
ference either in Individuals of the ſame Nation; or of a 
whole People at two different Periods ; or of two Nations 
at the ſame Time? To what can this be owing but Hu- 
man Literature? Are not the Minds of Men in. general 
pretty near equal ? When therefore we meet with ſome, 
contracted, ſelfiſh, moroſe, envious, delighting in Scenes. 
of Miſery and Barbarity, abſolute Slaves to their Paſſions, 


and as it were, quite void of their moſt diſtinguiſhing 
Quality ; others open, generous, good-natur'd, pleaſed with: 


the Succeſs of their Brethren, rejoicing in Acts of Pity and. 
Compaſſion, conducted by the Guide of improved Rea- 
ſon, enlivened by an expanded and enlighten'd Mind, men- 
tally viewing the Attributes of their great Creator, - and. 
ever happy in an Imitation of them ; How naturally do 

we 
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weaſcribe this great Difference amongſt them, who wanted 
the Light of the Goſpel; only to a different Education, and 
to the great Bleſſing of Human Learning? It would be 
endleſs to recount the Variety of Particulars,” or to compare 
the numerous Characters we meet with in the Roman 
Hiſtory of thoſe, who were either the Plagues or Bleſſin gs 


have been entirely owing to their different Education: It 


following; for the great Diſcredit that Mark Anthony pro- 
ved to his Anceſtors, and” the many Calamities that he 
brought upon the Roman State, was certainly in a great 
Meaſure owing to the Want of a good Education, and his 
falling into the worſt of Hands, and aſſociating with Men 
of the blackeſt Characters: While on the contrary we find 
Auguſtus, who had been early called from his Studies by 
the Death of his * Father, and the Diſtraction of the 
Times, reclaimed, by an happy Intimacy with the Learned, 
from Vice and Miſery; and turned from Violence and Op- 
preſſion, to ſuch a Degree of Moderation, Beneficence, 
and Humanity, as to deſerve the glorious Title of Father 
of his Country. 


Again, If we confider the ſame Nation at two different 
Periods, and view it in its State of ' Infancy and Advance 
ment; its People at firſt barbarous ; of a ſavage and brutal 
Diſpoſition ; regardleſs of the ſacred Sanctions of the Laws. 
of Nations; inſenſible of all Compaſſion for the Unhappi- 
neſs of others ; ſupported only by the Sword; and ſpreading 
Mitery 
Julius Ceſar, who had adopted Ofavins, afterwards called Auguſſus, his Son. 


of their People; and whoſe different Conduct ſeems to 


may not, however, be improper to take Notice of the two 
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Miſery and Slavery around; and if we conſider the fame 
Nation afterwards capable of the moſt refined Sentiment 
of Humanity, paying a ſtrict Regard to the Sacredneſs of 
natural and national Rights; ſupporting the Weak againſt 
oppreſſive and lawleſs Tyrants ; redreſſing the Injured; and, 
like the Sun, diſpenſing Comfort to all within its Influence : 
To what ſhall we attribute this extraordinary Difference, 
but to Human Literature ; which had improved their na- 
tural Underſtandings, and opened and refined their Sentiments 
of Humanity? — Again, If we compare à Nation, ſuah 
as there are many in this Age, with our own ; if we draw 
a Contraſt between a People living only upon Roots and 
wild Fruits, or the Entrails and undreſs d Fleſh of Beaſts; 
covered only with their Skins, and, like them, living in a 
promiſcuous Manner ; inhabiting the pooreſt Cots ; unac- 
quainted even with the Produce of their own Country, 
and quite ignorant of Trade and Commerce, 


If, I ſay, we compare theirs to the more improved and 
polite Lite of our own Nation ; to our, perhaps but, too de- 
licate Manner of preparing. the Nouriſhments of Nature ; 
to our happy and well regulated Society; to the exact Taſte 
and Proportion of our Buildings; to the improved Method 
of our Culture; and to that Knowledge i in Navigation, Trade, 
and Commerce, by which we enjoy the Bleſſings of all the 
known World; how amazing is the Difference ! And to 
what ſhall we aſcribe it, but to the Enlargement of thoſe 
rational Faculties we have in common with other Nations ? 
-— Thus then we find, that Human Learning is equally 

conducive 


(r) 
eonducive to the Happineſs of Individuals and Nations; and 
that the ſuperior Degree of it, which one Man in a Society 
enjoys above another, as well as the ſame Society at different 
Periods above itſelf; or two different Nations at the ſame 
Time, the one above the other, is owing reſpectively to 
their more enlarged Way of thinking ; to. their rational Fa- 
culties, being open d, improv'd, and ripen'd by Education 
and Learning. — The Life of Ignorance is à ſelf- contracted 
and moroſe Exiſtence ; the Life of Knowledge is of a dilated 
Nature, and Partaker of the H appineſs of all around, The 
Ignorant and unpoliſh'd Age is a Stranger and Enemy to Hu- 
manity and every Degree of publick Spirit; the letter'd and 
polite one, the Advocate and Friend of Compaſſion and 
Generoſity. Human Learning is to the Mind of Man, more 
than the Microſcope is to his Eye; it opens to him, as it 
were, a new World in every Object around him; and is ſtill 
preſenting him with freſh Beauties in the incomprehenfible 
Works of Nature. To a perfect State of Society, Learning 
is as neceſſary as the Sun itſelf to the vegetable Creation; 
it is that, without which it cannot poſſibly flouriſh : Men 
may indeed exiſt, they may procure the bare Neceſſaries of 
Human Life, and, like inferior Beings; gratify their ſenſual 
Appetites, without the Refinement: of their natural Facul- 
ties; but without that, they can never be ſaid to enjoy Life 
like rational Creatures. But this is far from being the 


n Blefling of Human Lelenee, as Will appear, 


2dly. From conſidering its Advantage hid Expediency 
in the more intereſting Concerns of a future Life, 1 
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As Man is born a rational Creature, ſo likewiſe a free 
Agent, and conſequently anſwerable to his Creator, for his 
Conduct in this State of Probation. An exact Account will 
undoubtedly be expected from him of the Talent commit- 
ted to his Charge: If then, inſtead of cultivating, his Conduct 
hath rather tended to extinguiſh his Reaſon: If the Neglect 
of his moſt diſtinguiſhing Faculty, and an entire Indulgence 
of his Paſſions, hath either obliterated all Senſe of the 
Deity ; or rendered him fuperſtitious or regardleſs of Mo- 
rality; how diſmal muſt his Proſpect in a future Life ap- 
pear? And that this is the Caſe with whole Nations, where 
Ignorance and barbarous Stupidity prevail; where Human 
Arts and Sciences are unknown, is too evident a Truth to 
want Proof. Time would fail me to inſtance in the Num- 
bers that are Kill both in Ala, Africa, and America, over- 
ſhadowed with the thickeſt Clouds of Darkneſs ; thoſe who 
daily offer up their Prayers to ſenſeleſs and inanimate gods, 
created Being of far inferior * to n ves. 


For as it is mpoſible to extinguiſh Fama: Reaſon fo 
far as to diveſt it entirely of Reflection; and as every re- 
flecting rational Creature cannot. help diſcovering, that the 
World is governed by ſome ſuperior Being; ſo, for want 
of a proper Cultivation of bewildered Reaſon, to enable it 
to conſider the Attributes of that ſuperior Being, it is led to 
worſhip any Thing, of which it is either groundleſſly afraid, 
or from whence it imagines it receives any Wings. This 
then is the Fountain of all Manner of Idolatry. 


But 


(23) 

But here, it is an obvious Objection, that the' this Doctrine 
might be allowed not ill calculated for the Wants of an 
idolatrous, yet ſurely it is no Proof of the Neceſſity of Hu- 
man Letters to a Chriſtian Congregation; to whem, it hath 
pleaſed the Almighty to reveal his Will, and to acquaint 
them what 1c is the Lord requireth of them. Let us there- 
fore conſider how far Human Literature may be neceſſary to 

us; Chriſtians in be molt ny! en of a future 
Life. 25146 1 81 | 


| Hin then are we, 3 15 enjoy the 8 of Human 
Bleſſings, a Liberty of Conſcience, and have an unerring 
Rule for the Direction af it, in the moſt momentous Con- 
cerns of a future, as well. as the preſent Life. But what will 
the moſt. perfect Rule and Direction avail, unleſs applied 
and adapted, by the beſt Uſe of our reaſoning Faculties, to 
the particular Caſes and Exigencies wherein we are concerned? 
Without the Application of Reaſon. in the Explication of 
Scripture we muſt neceſſarily fall, as ſome Chriſtians have 
done, into Bigotry, Superſtition and Id olatry. Nor are 
theſe the only Errors we are ſtill liable to; Self-conceit, 

Pride, and Infidelity, are the more common Attendants 
of that Liberty which we enjoy. It behoves us then not 
to pervert our Opportunities for Knowledge to our ,own 
Deſtruction; but to conſider how we may make them our 
greateſt Bleffings, by rendering them e in directin 2 
us to eternal Salvation. 


True, indeed, it is, that, as we before obſerved, in re- 
gard to this Life, Man is capable of procuring the bare 
Neceſſaries of it, and prolonging his Exiſtence, without 

9 any 


(ns) 
any great Refinement of his natural Faculties; but not able 
without ſorne Degree of ſuch Refinement as humati Learn. 
ing gives, of enjoying it like a rational Creature: 80 in a 
religious Senſe, every Chriſtian is capable of acquainting 
himſelf from Scripture, with the common Duties reſpect 
ing God, his Neighbour and: himſeif; but it requires 
Stady, it demands Improvement of our rational Faculties, 
to be adequate Judges of the Bounds, and Meaſures, and 
Extent of theſe Duties; and there is a Neceſſity for the moſt 
enlarged Underſtanding rightly to accommodate the Chriſt. 
ian Virtues, in all Caſes, to our particular Circumſtances: 
Nay, even to undlerſtand the bare Letter of tlie Chriſtian 
Law, requires a Knowledge of the dead Languages. If 
therefore we will avail ourſelves of the Happinels we enjoy 
of judging for ourſelves, in thefe weighty Concerns, let us 
prepare ourſelves properly, by human Science, for ſuch a 


Judgment: For, as to be admitted into a Society, Profeſſing 
the Study and Practice of the Law, is not ſufficient to per- 


fect a good Lawyer, without a diligent Application to the 
Studies and Buſineſs of the Profeſſion: So neither is every 
Man, that is a Chriftian, and at Liberty to judge for him- 
ſelf, therefore, a comprehenfive Judge of the grand Truths 
of our Religion: 'Tis he only, who hath cloſely applied 
to human Literature, between which, and our Religion, 
there is ſo cloſe a Connexion, that without' the Concur- 
rence of both, no one will be able to form that exact 
Notion of Chriſtianity, which ariſes from a View of its 
collective Evidence: Tis he only who perceives its Truth 
3n full Force and d Boguty 'Tis he only, e by Study and 
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Contermplaton reviews che amazing Merey, and incon- 
eeiyable Wiſdom of Hi Creator, that Will improve his Ad- 
miration of kim, and find out / the ſtrongeſt Motives of 
Obedience. As well might the ignorant Spectator of the 
Orreny enden it. as a<orfus' d Collection of rolling Balls, 
or another admire it only for its Heautiful and regular 
Motion 3 as à Man, void: of Learning, and a Slave to 
Paſſion, condemn. Chtiſtianity, or anecher admire it only 
as a beautifully invented Syſtem of Pdlities.. But let the 
Aſtronotmier view the forrner, he ig acquainted with the 
Machine, and thereby reads the Motion of the celeſtial 
Bodies, and he uüll ibe ſtruck with Wonder: at the Inven- 
tion of the Contriver: So let the Man of Science and 
Study, fairly and coolly examine the latter, and he cannot 
be blinck to its grand Author; he muſt in every Part, at 
leaſt from . en 3 the 8 1 We of 
the Tha 


} Such chan, 9 wu . ate the Bleflings, which wiſe 
from human Learning: And no Doubt; from this Fountain, 
in a great: Meaſure, flows, the ſuperior Happineſs of this 
People, above that of any others, even their. Chriſtian 
Brethren: For what Advantage could poſſibly accrue from 
the convenient Situation af pur Iſland, or from its various 
and commadious Ports, if its Inhabitants: were, as they 
have once been, either an illiterate, ignorant People; or 
the diſpirited Slaves of Tyranny and; Superſtition? Praiſed 


be God, thut is far from being the Characteriſtic" of the 


preſent Britons. Whilſt then we enjoy theſe great Bleſſ- 


ings, , 
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ſings, let us review and emulate that God-like Race of 
Men, whom the Deity has made his Inſtruments, in 0 
curing them for, and delivering them to Poſterity. 
Time, alas! has been, even after the Appearance N Fa 
glorious Light of the Goſpel amongſt us, when Superſtition 
and its Siſter Tyranny bore an univerſal Sway in this pre- 
ſent free and enlighten'd Place ; but let us dwell no longer 
upon thoſe darker Scenes, than juſt to excite a more grate- 
ful Remembrance of the noble Characters, who: have diſ- 
pell'd thoſe gloomy Miſts ; let us. rather fix our Eyes with 
Joy upon that renowned Reign, when Providence | ſeems 
to have been determin'd, to give a finiſhing Stroke to Igno- 
rance and Superſtition, When this Nation was 'bleſg'd 
with a Queen, the moſt diſtinguiſh'd Princeſs, both for 
Wiſdom and Prudence, the Glory of her own Sex, and 
a moſt worthy Example for ours to imitate. Queen 
Elizabeth not only thought herſelf born, but determined 
always to act for the Good of her Kingdom; enlighten d, 
as it were, by her moſt reſplendent Image, and excited by 
her unparallelbd Pattern, the Encouragement of Learning 
became the Pride and Glory of her Age; ſhe ſaw with 
Dread, and had felt with Horror, the cruel Effects of that 
barbarous Tgnorance and Superſtition to which ſhe had like 
to have fallen a Sacrifice. Thus her Subjects, equally 
anxious for Futurity; and our moſt worthy Founder, 
nobly ambitious of benefiting Thouſands. unknown, pro- 
vided in the beſt Manner, to guard his Country from the 


Fatal Yoak, to whieh i it a too wy. ſubmitted. To theſe 
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(t7) 
moſt God-like Virtues and Perſons, we may juſtly attribute 
the Knowledge, Liberty, and Happineſs of the preſent 
Times. Sir Andrew Judd, not only then adorned the 
greateſt Honours of this noble City, of which. he was poſ- 
ſeſs d; but by the neceſſary: Conſequences of his great Con- 
duct, ſtill continues to reflect the brighteſt Luſtre on them: 
He, ſenſible of the Bleſſing that would unavoidably ariſe to 
his Country from Learning, and the Arts and Sciences; 
fluſh'd: with well- grounded Hopes of tranſmitting Liberty 
and Knowledge; and their Companions, Trade, Com- 
merce, and Happineſs, down to lateſt Poſterity; founded 
the Free Grammar-School at Tunbridge, and in his Life- 
time endowed it with very extraordinary Revenues for that 
Age; and with ſingular Care, Prudence, and Judgment had 
a moſt excellent Body of Statutes drawn up, in fo elegant 


and judicious a Manner, as ſtill do Honour to their ſup- 


poſed great Author. But amidſt all the Inſtances of his 
Inſight and Penetration into Futurity, pardon me, as Gra- 
titude demands it, whilſt I mention that, of his making 
this worthy Company, the Guardians of his School; for he 
thereby has not only ſecured to us his Rewards for our 
weighty and laborious Truſts, but encouraged the many 
additional Allowances, that you have generouſly been pleas d 
over and above to grant us. As if, indeed, poſſeſs'd with 
the ſame expanded Sentiments, as our moſt memorable 
Founder, and his worthy Iſſue, for his“ Grandſon im- 


"y 'd our Balaries- and to Herber the, [aki Scheme of 


: n his 
. Sir T * Smith. 
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his. Grandiather, left, as Enccuragements to Ltur hing, Ha 
hibitions for Vouth at the Univerſities ; you have ſtill cons 

tinued to enhande theſe Favours; you have nit been dm 
tented with what is generally thought ſufficiently Praifes 
worthy in the Diſcharge of /Truſts.; for you have hot only 
perform'd them with the greateſt Integrity, and moſt exact 
Jaſtice, but have taken every Method it's: Founder - could 


have either wiſſid or expected, to promote. his Deſignt 


Even in its Buildings you have been ſo far from letting thꝶ 
School fall to Decay, that you have made it beautiful and 
ornamental, as well as commodious. May ſuch a Con- 
duct ever meet with due Returns of Gratitude, and, May it 
never. fail to accompliſh the great and glorious End of our 
Founder, and you our worthy Patrons; and permit me to add, 
May ſuch publick- ſpirited Thoughts continue to inſpire the 
Breaſts of this worthy Company; May their Harmony and 
Unity of Sentiments, the neceſſary Support, let them re- 
member, of every Society, as well as the natural World, 
ever, as it has hitherto done, make them flouriſh, and pre- 
ſerve them a grand Prop, as well as Honour of this diſtin- 
guiſh'd City; May they bear in Mind, that hir can only 
be derived from that good Senſe and Prudence; that diſ- 
intereſted Integrity, which is the Effect of a good Educa- 
tion, and an enlarged Way of thinking, and for which they 
have been memorable: and above all, May they ever be as. 
conſpicuous as they now are in encouraging Labour ani 
Induſtry ; and as unanimous and ſedulous as they have been. 
in tranſmitting to Poſterity, the Rights and Privileges re- 
ceived 


(19). 

ceived from their Anceſtors : and by an exact Diſcharge 
of the Duties of this Life, May they, when that is ended, 
be deemed worthy to be made Partakers of that Glpry and 
Bliſs, which awaits the great Friends of their Country and 
Mankind, and will not fail, through Jeſus Chriſt, to crown 
the Labours of the Benevolent and Virtuous hereafter, 


T I VIS 


In the Preſs, and ſpeedily will be publiſbed, by the ſame Author, 


SAR Commentaries of his War in Genz wih us fiterat a Trandla- 
tion as poſſible, for the Uſe of Schools. 
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